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last week, has followed the severe frost, has made mo
rejoice the more that you are in a better climate ami
amongst lovelier scenes than we arc groping it). I
please myself with thinking that you will all come
back with stores of strength and delightful memories.
Only, if this were the best of all possible -worlds* Mr,
Lewes and I should be able to meet you in some
beautiful place before you turn your backs on Italy,
As it is, there is no hope of such a meeting, March

- is Charlie's holiday month, and when ho goes out we
like to stay at home for the sake of recovering for
that short time our unbroken /#<,'-<} #/V, We have
every reason to be cheerful if the fog would let UH.
Last night I finished reading the last proofs of the
" Aristotle," which makes an octavo volume of rather
less than 400 pages. I think it is a book which will
be interesting and valuable to the few, but perhaps
only to the few. However, George^ happiness in
writing his books makes him less dependent than
most authors on the audience they find. He felt that
a thorough account of Aristotle's science was a hit oC
work which needed doing, and he has given his utmost
pains to do it worthily. These are the two most Im-
portant conditions of authorship ; all the rest belong
to the "less modifiable" order of things, I have
been playing energetically on the piano lately, and
taking lessons in accompanying the violin from Herr
Jansa, one of the old Beethoven Quartette players,
It has given me a fresh kind of muscular exercise, an
well as nervous stimulus, and, I think, has clout* tin
part towards making my health better. In fact I tun
very well physically. I wish I could be an clever and
active as you about our garden, which might be made

much prettier this spring if I had judgment and in*

Utu* *^t thinkers
